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Online Intercultural Exchange May 15 2021 Providing an overview
of how online technology is being used for foreign language
learning, this title assesses three different models of
telecollaboration and covers theoretical approaches to online
intercultural exchange as well as practical aspects.
Intercultural Language Use and Language Learning Mar 01
2020 Eva Alcón Soler Maria Pilar Safont Jordà Universitat Jaume I,
Spain The main purpose of the present book is to broaden the scope
of research on the development of intercultural communicative
competence. Bearing this purpose in mind, English learners are

considered as intercultural speakers who share their interest for
engaging in real life communication. According to Byram and
Fleming (1998), the intercultural speaker is someone with
knowledge of one or more cultures and social identities, and who
enjoys discovering and maintaining relationships with people from
other cultural backgrounds, although s/he has not been formally
trained for that purpose. Besides, possessing knowledge of at least
two cultures is the case of many learners in bilingual or multilingual
communities. In these contexts, the objective of language learning
should then focus on developing intercultural competence, which in
turn may involve promoting language diversity while encouraging
English as both a means and an end of instruction (see Alcón, this
volume). This is the idea underlying the volume, which further
sustains Kramsch’s argument (1998) against the native/ non-native
dichotomy. Following that author, we also believe that in a
multilingual world where learners may belong to more than one
speech community, their main goal is not to become a native
speaker of English, but to use this language as a tool for interaction
among many other languages and cultures.
Atlas of Languages of Intercultural Communication in the Pacific,
Asia, and the Americas Jun 03 2020 “An absolutely unique work in
linguistics publishing– full of beautiful maps and authoritative
accounts of well-known and little-known language encounters.
Essential reading (and map-viewing) for students of language
contact with a global perspective.” Prof. Dr. Martin Haspelmath,
Max-Planck-Institut für Evolutionäre Anthropologie The two text
volumes cover a large geographical area, including Australia, New
Zealand, Melanesia, South -East Asia (Insular and Continental),
Oceania, the Philippines, Taiwan, Korea, Mongolia, Central Asia,
the Caucasus Area, Siberia, Arctic Areas, Canada, Northwest Coast
and Alaska, United States Area, Mexico, Central America, and
South America. The Atlas is a detailed, far-reaching handbook of
fundamental importance, dealing with a large number of diverse

fields of knowledge, with the reported facts based on sound
scholarly research and scientific findings, but presented in a form
intelligible to non-specialists and educated lay persons in general.
Intercultural Language Teaching and Learning Aug 18 2021 This
wide-ranging survey of issues in intercultural languageteaching and
learning covers everything from core concepts toprogram
evaluation, and advocates a fluid, responsive approach toteaching
language that reflects its central role in fosteringintercultural
understanding. Includes coverage of theoretical issues defining
language,culture, and communication, as well as practice-driven
issues suchas classroom interactions, technologies, programs, and
languageassessment Examines systematically the components of
language teaching:language itself, meaning, culture, learning,
communicating, andassessments, and puts them in social and
cultural context Features numerous examples throughout, drawn
from variouslanguages, international contexts, and frameworks
Incorporates a decade of in-depth research and
detaileddocumentation from the authors’ collaborative work
withpracticing teachers Provides a much-needed addition to the
sparse literature onintercultural aspects of language education
The Routledge Handbook of Language and Intercultural
Communication Nov 01 2022 Section 1.Foundations of language
and intercultural communication --section 2.Core themes and issues:
verbal and nonverbal communications and culture --section
3.Theory into practice: towards intercultural (communicative)
competence and citizenship --section 4.Language and intercultural
communication in context --section 5.New debates and future
directions. - A comprehensive introduction to the multidisciplinary
field of intercultural communication, drawing on the expertise of
leading scholars from diverse backgrounds.
Body and Language Jun 15 2021 Highlights the bridging character
of drama-based language teaching for intercultural learning and
introduces the major techniques, methods, strategies, and curricular

structures of educational drama and its application in the foreign and
second language classroom.
Interlingual and Intercultural Communication Nov 28 2019
The Language and Intercultural Communication Reader Apr 13
2021 "This Reader is a scholarly tour de force, as it offers an
intelligent and comprehensive coverage of the highly
multidisciplinary field of Intercultural Communication without
falling into the twin traps of essentialism or relativism. No
researcher in applied linguistics will want to miss Zhu Hua's brilliant
concluding chapter that surveys various research designs and data
collection techniques, and discusses the strengths and weaknesses of
each approach. The study questions and activities featured in each
chapter together with suggestions for further reading make this
Reader an invaluable resource for undergraduate and graduate
seminars alike." Claire Kramsch, University of California, Berkeley,
USA "This volume covers all the key topics, both basic conceptual
and theoretical questions and a broad range of empirical issues and
perspectives related to different settings and different parts of the
world. It is really global in its coverage. This book will give readers
a good grasp of the field as it is being developed throughout the
world." Karen Risager, Roskilde University, Denmark This reader
covers the two interconnected areas of Language and Intercultural
Communication, increasingly studied together. Language is key to
understanding culture, and culture is an essential part of studying
language. Divided into six parts, the Reader covers: Theories of
language and intercultural communication; Cultural dimensions of
language in use; Communication patterns across cultures; Teaching
and learning cultural variations of language use; Interculturality; and
Intercultural Communication in professional contexts. With 22
varied readings from eminent authorities in the field as well as
cutting edge material from new researchers, the Reader explores the
breadth and depth of the subject as well as providing a valuable
overview for both student and scholar. Each reading has been

carefully selected to both showcase the best thinking and latest
research, and to reflect the international nature of the field. Each
part begins with a clear and comprehensive introduction, and is
enhanced by discussion questions, suggested activities and farreaching further reading sections. There is a final section offering
advice on how to perform research in this area. This is an essential
text for all students and researchers in the area of language and
intercultural communication.
Language-in-Education Policies Nov 20 2021 This book studies
how language-in-education policies for additional language learning
discursively construct ideologies of the relationships between
languages and their speakers. It presents a critical analysis of policy
documents from different contexts through a series of in-depth case
studies that show how ideologies are articulated and developed.
Glocal Languages and Critical Intercultural Awareness Sep 26 2019
This volume provides a new perspective on prevailing discourses on
translanguaging and multilingualism by looking at 'glocal'
languages, local languages which have been successfully
"globalized". Focusing on European languages recreated in Latin
America, the book features examples from languages underexplored
in the literature, including Brazilian Portuguese, Amerinidian
poetics, and English, Spanish, Portuguese outside Europe, as a basis
for advocating for an approach to language education rooted in
critical pedagogy and post-colonial perspectives and countering
hegemonic theories of globalization. While rooted in a discussion of
the South, the book offers a fresh voice in current debates on
language education that will be of broader interest to students and
scholars across disciplines, including language education,
multilingualism, cultural studies, and linguistic anthropology.
Developing Intercultural Competence in Practice Aug 06 2020 It is
now widely recognised that learning a language should not just
involve linguistic competence but also intercultural competence. It
is also clear that intercultural competence can be developed through

related subjects such as geography, history, mother tongue teaching.
This book takes this as a given and provides practical help for
teachers who wish to help their learners acquire intercultural
competence in the ordinary classroom. It contains descriptions of
lessons and materials from a wide range of classrooms in several
countries and for beginners to advanced learners.
Developing Intercultural Perspectives on Language Use Dec 22
2021 Many language teachers recognise the importance of
integrating intercultural learning into language learning, but how
this can be best achieved is not always apparent. This is particularly
the case in foreign language learning contexts where teachers are
working with a prescribed textbook and opportunities to use the
language outside the classroom are limited. This book argues that
teachers can work creatively with conventional resources and utilise
classroom experiences in order to help learners interpret aspects of
communication in insightful ways and develop awareness of the
influence of cultural assumptions and values on language use. The
book provides extensive analysis of a range of classroom
interactions to demonstrate how teachers and learners can work
together to construct opportunities for intercultural learning through
reflection on pragmatics.
Language and Intercultural Communication in the New Era Apr
25 2022 Studies of intercultural communication in applied
linguistics initially focused on miscommunication, mainly between
native and non-native speakers of English. The advent of the
twenty-first century has witnessed, however, a revolution in the
contexts and contents of intercultural communication; technological
advances such as chat rooms, emails, personal weblogs, Facebook,
Twitter, mobile text messaging on the one hand, and the accelerated
pace of people's international mobility on the other have given a
new meaning to the term 'intercultural communication'. Given the
remarkable growth in the prevalence of intercultural communication
among people from many cultural backgrounds, and across many

contexts and channels, conceptual divides such as 'native/non-native'
are now almost irrelevant. This has caused the power attached to
English and native speaker-like English to lose much of its
automatic domination. Such developments have provided new
opportunities, as well as challenges, for the study of intercultural
communication and its increasingly complex nature. This book
showcases recent studies in the field in a multitude of contexts to
enable a collective effort towards advancements in the area.
English in Medical Education Nov 08 2020 This book addresses
recent developments in medical and language education. In both
fields, there have been methodological shifts towards 'task-based'
and 'problem-based learning'. In addition, both fields have
broadened their focus on clinical expertise and linguistic skills to
address issues of cultural competence. English in Medical Education
responds to these changes by re-imagining the language classroom
in medical settings as an arena for the exploration of values and
professional identity. The chapters cover topics such as the nature of
cultural competence; how to understand spoken discourse in a range
of medical settings; the use of tasks and problems in language
education for medics; the development of critical skills and the use
of literature and visual media in language education for doctors. It
will interest everyone teaching English for Medical Purposes.
Language and Intercultural Communication in Tourism Jul 17 2021
Discovering Intercultural Communication Oct 27 2019 This
textbook provides a succinct, contemporary introduction to
intercultural communication with a focus on actual language use.
With English as a lingua franca and Communicative
Accommodation Theory as the underpinning concepts, it explores
communication, language use, and culture in action. Each chapter
includes discourse extracts so that students can apply what they have
learned to real text examples, and supplementary instructor
materials including suggestions for discussion points and activities
are hosted on springer.com. The book will be key reading for

students taking modules on Intercultural Communication or
Language, Culture and Communication as part of a degree in
Linguistics and Applied Linguistics, or English Language both at
undergraduate and postgraduate level.
Context and Culture in Language Teaching and Learning May
03 2020 The forces of globalisation and internationalisation
influence the role and significance of language teaching and
learning in classrooms. This affects the ways in which English is
taught and learnt. This book explores the ways in which the contexts
in which language teaching takes place impact on the aims and the
methods of language teaching.
Intercultural Learning in Modern Language Education Sep 18 2021
Winner of the 2015-16 Kenneth W. Mildenberger Prize awarded by
the Modern Language Association Many educators aim to engage
students in deeply meaningful learning in the language classroom,
often facing challenges to connect the students with the culture of
the language they are learning. This book aims to demonstrate that
substantial intercultural learning can and does occur in the modern
language classroom, and explores the features of the classroom that
support meaningful culture-in-language-learning. The author argues
that transformative modern language education is intimately tied to
a view of language learning as an engagement in meaning-making
activity, or semiotic practice. The empirical evidence presented is
analyzed and then linked to both the theorizing of culture-inlanguage-teaching and to practical concerns of teaching.
Introducing Language and Intercultural Communication Sep 30
2022 Introducing Language and Intercultural Communication is a
lively and accessible introduction for undergraduates who are new
to the area of intercultural communication. Incorporating real-life
examples from around the world and drawing on current research,
this text argues against cultural stereotyping and instead provides
students with a skill-building framework to enhance understanding
of the complexities of language and intercultural communication in

diverse international settings. Readers will learn to understand and
become aware of power relations, positioning and the impact of
social and political forces on language choice and the intercultural
communication process. This is the essential text for undergraduate
students studying courses in intercultural communication for the
first time. Features include: clear learning objectives to structure
your study end of chapter discussion questions to test your
knowledge highlighted glossary terms to provide a strong
understanding of the relevant vocabulary an array of photos
including signs which make use of non-verbal codes and many
examples that illustrate such issues as intercultural
misunderstandings and the effects of culture shock substantial online
resources for students including learning objectives, suggested
readings, links to media resources and real-world intercultural
scenarios and activities. Additional in-depth instructor resources
feature test materials, powerpoints, key terms, extended chapter
outlines and sample assignments and syllabi.
Intercultural and Transcultural Awareness in Language
Teaching Sep 06 2020 The central aim of language teaching is
typically to prepare learners to communicate through the language
learnt. However, much current language teaching theory and
practice is based on a simplistic view of communication that fails to
match the multilingual and intercultural reality of the majority of
second language (L2) use. This Element examines the relationship
between language and culture through an L2 in intercultural and
transcultural communication. It puts forward the argument that we
need to go beyond communicative competence in language teaching
and focus instead on intercultural and transcultural awareness.
Implications for pedagogic practice are explored including
intercultural and transcultural language education.
Languages for Intercultural Communication and Education
Collection Jan 11 2021 The aim of this series is to publish books
which will ultimately inform learning and teaching, but whose

primary focus is on the analysis of intercultural relationships,
whether in textual form or in people s experience. It also includes
books which deal directly with pedagogy, with the relationships
between language learning and cultural learning, between processes
inside the classroom and beyond. They all have in common a
concern with the relationship between language and culture, and the
development of intercultural communicative competence. This set is
the second of the series and contains volumes 21-30. This collection
is available by special order only. Please email info@multilingualmatters.com for order queries.
From Foreign Language Education to Education for Intercultural
Citizenship Oct 20 2021 This collection of essays analyses the
evolution of theory of intercultural competence and its relationship
to education for citizenship. It does so by analysing the concepts of
intercultural competence, including the notion of the intercultural
speaker, by discussing the ways in which language education policy
develops and by comparing the theories and purposes of foreign
language education and education for citizenship.
Critical Citizens for an Intercultural World Jan 29 2020 This
book examines the acquisition of requests in English by a sevenyear-old Japanese girl during her 17-month residence in Australia.
The study focuses on the linguistic repertoire available to the child
as she attempts to make requests and vary these to suit different
goals and addressees. This book helps unravel features of pragmatic
development in the child's interlanguage, a subject about which we
yet know very little.
Foreign Language Teachers and Intercultural Competence Jun
23 2019 This volume reports on a study that focused on teachers'
beliefs regarding intercultural competence teaching in foreign
language education. Its conclusions are based on data received from
teachers in seven countries: Belgium, Bulgaria, Poland, Mexico,
Greece, Spain and Sweden.
Intercultural Dialogue in Practice Dec 30 2019 This book

explores the wide-ranging terminology relevant to intercultural
dialogue. It reports on a research project that explored the
management of value judgment in foreign language education to
overcome prejudice, which is a key dynamic in intercultural
dialogue that brings many other factors into play.
New Perspectives on Intercultural Language Research and
Teaching Apr 01 2020 Illustrated by an empirical study of English
as a Foreign Language reading in Argentina, this book argues for a
different approach to the theoretical rationales and methodological
designs typically used to investigate cultural understanding in
reading, in particular foreign language reading. It presents an
alternative approach which is more authentic in its methods, more
educational in its purposes, and more supportive of international
understanding as an aim of language teaching in general and English
language teaching in particular.
Intercultural Learning in Language Education and Beyond May 27
2022 This book provides a contemporary and critical examination of
the theoretical and pedagogical impact of Michael Byram’s
pioneering work on intercultural communicative competence and
intercultural citizenship within the field of language education and
beyond. The chapters address important theoretical and empirical
work on the teaching, learning, and assessment of intercultural
learning, and highlight how individual language educators and
communities of practice enact intercultural learning in locally
appropriate ways. The book offers comprehensive, up-to-date and
accessible knowledge for researchers, teachers, teacher-trainers and
students.
Interculturality, Interaction and Language Learning Mar 25
2022 This book opens up new lines of debate in language learning
and intercultural communication through an investigation of tandem
language learning (a method of language learning based on mutual
language exchange between native speakers and learners of each
other’s language) in connection with intercultural learning and

identity construction. Through an empirical study of face-to-face
tandem conversations, Jane Woodin provides compelling evidence
for the re-definition of the tandem partnership beyond the traditional
native speaker–non-native speaker (NS-NNS) paradigm. By
analyzing conversation shapes, learner identification of self and
other and interactants’ own focus on culture, this book reveals how
interactants themselves address the complexities of language,
learning, ownership and meaning. The book also questions the
prevalence of models of intercultural competence which describe the
competence of the individual, with little recognition of the role of
the relationship or interaction. Woodin considers the broader
applicability of the tandem framework of autonomy and reciprocity,
and suggests new directions for further research on tandem learning.
An Intercultural Approach to English Language Teaching Dec
10 2020 Intercultural language education has redefined the modern
languages agenda in Europe and North America. Now intercultural
learning is also beginning to impact on English Language Teaching.
This accessible book introduces teachers of EFL to intercultural
language education by describing its history and theoretical
principles, and by giving examples of classroom tasks.
Reflexivity in Language and Intercultural Education Mar 13 2021
With the impact of accelerated globalization, digital technologies,
mobility, and migration, the fields of Applied Linguistics,
Language, and Intercultural Education have been shifting. One shift
in need of further exploration is that of systematic and coherent
reflexivity in researching language and culture. This unique and
timely book thus examines the significance of reflexivity as an
integral process, particularly when researching the multifaceted
notions of multilingualism and interculturality in education. It also
contributes to current critical approaches to representations of
languages and cultures in identity politics. As such, the authors offer
innovative ways of engaging with reflexivity in teaching, learning,
and research through multimodal and complex ways. The chapters

span a diverse range of educational settings in Asia, Australia,
Europe, and North America.
Intercultural Communication and Language Pedagogy Oct 08
2020 Using diverse language examples and tasks, this book
illustrates how intercultural communication theory can inform
second language teaching.
Bridging Languages and Cultures Jul 25 2019 Translation Studies
already face new tasks in order to take account of and to discuss the
changing translation environment, in order to seek new approaches
and tools for description, analysis and teaching activities. This
volume of selected papers of the conference Bridging Languages
and Cultures brings together current viewpoints in Translation
Studies, Linguistics, and Intercultural Communication; it provides
both specific focus on certain aspects and developments and a more
general overview of research landscape. Distinguished authors
discuss translation of LSP texts, lexicological and lexicographic
modules of bridging history and methodology of Translation
Studies, aesthetic and interactional aspects of translation, and
intercultural phenomena in the context of translation.
Interculturality and the English Language Classroom Feb 09 2021
This book examines the concept of interculturality in English
Language Teaching (ELT), using examples from diverse
international and educational settings to demonstrate different
approaches. Increased contact between multilingual speakers from
different cultural backgrounds means that linguistic and intercultural
competence must be taught hand in hand, and the approaches
featured here will: encourage learners to develop intercultural
sensitivity and a critical intercultural attitude; mitigate the
limitations of textbooks and extend the learning to global issues,
intercultural citizenship, and media literacy; show the potential of
telecollaboration and popular culture as pedagogical resources; and
demonstrate the value of interculturality in English as lingua franca
situations and English for Academic Purposes. The chapters feature

empirical studies from around the world, and include questions for
reflection and recommended reading so that readers can engage
more closely with key concepts, compare and adapt the practices
most relevant to them. This book contributes to the literature on
(inter)cultural pedagogy, English as a lingua franca, language
pedagogy, and teacher professional development, and will be an
invaluable tool for English language teachers, teacher trainers and
educators seeking to enrich their practice. It will also be of interest
to students and scholars of Applied Linguistics, especially language
education.
Exploring Intercultural Communication Jul 29 2022 Routledge
Introductions to Applied Linguistics is a series of introductory level
textbooks covering the core topics in Applied Linguistics, primarily
designed for those beginning postgraduate studies, or taking an
introductory MA course as well as advanced undergraduates. Titles
in the series are also ideal for language professionals returning to
academic study. The books take an innovative 'practice to theory'
approach, with a 'back-to-front' structure. This leads the reader from
real-world problems and issues, through a discussion of intervention
and how to engage with these concerns, before finally relating these
practical issues to theoretical foundations. Additional features
include tasks with commentaries, a glossary of key terms, and an
annotated further reading section. Exploring Intercultural
Communication investigates the role of language in intercultural
communication, paying particular attention to the interplay between
cultural diversity and language practice. This book brings together
current or emerging strands and themes in the field by examining
how intercultural communication permeates our everyday life, what
we can do to achieve effective and appropriate intercultural
communication, and why we study language, culture and identity
together. The focus is on interactions between people from various
cultural and linguistic backgrounds, and regards intercultural
communication as a process of negotiating meaning, cultural

identities, and – above all – differences between ourselves and
others. Including global examples from a range of genres, this book
is an essential read for students taking language and intercultural
communication modules within Applied Linguistics, TESOL,
Education or Communication Studies courses.
Language, Culture and Identity Aug 25 2019 Are people's
identities an effect of their membership of linguistic, national
regional and ethnic groups, and does such group membership create
problems for "inter-cultural communication"? These questions are
addressed in this collection of nine papers from the Third Annual
Conference of the Nordic Network for Intercultural
Communications. Answers are drawn from general, theoretical,
pedagogical and empirical points of view. They agree on one
fundamental issue: the language-identity-cutlure complex, dynamic
and overlapping rather than static and isomorphic. This leads the
contributions to touch upon the political implications of a relational
and dynamic view on language, culture, human rights and regional
identities in a Europe with crumbling national boundaries. Among
the topics are whether a person's identity is bound to a certain place
and whether it is constant. Others discuss cross-cultural
communication, a post-structuralist stance, different values ascribed
to words and actions; the ability of people to interact with different
cultures; the cross-cultural language link in language teaching; what
language choice says about people and their attitudes towards each
other when more than one language is available; and a recognition
that most of us are members of several cultural groups, which can
create incompatible values and attitudes.
Critical Pedagogy Jun 27 2022 Teaching and learning Languages
and Intercultural Communication is not a neutral enterprise. Critical
Pedagogy, as a movement and an intellectual field, engages with the
political and ideological questions raised in educational practices. In
this book the respective fields of languages, intercultural
communication and critical pedagogy are brought into dialogue,

dissent and reflection.
Research Methods in Intercultural Communication Jan 23 2022
Research Methods in Intercultural Communication introduces and
contextualizes the most important methodological issues in the field
for upper-level undergraduate and graduate students. Examples of
these issues are which paradigms and how to research
multilingually, interculturally and ethnically. Provides the first
dedicated and most comprehensive volume on research methods in
intercultural communication research in the last 30 years Explains
new and emerging methods, as well as more established ones. These
include: Matched Guise Technique, Discourse Completion Task,
Critical Incident Technique, Critical Discourse Analysis,
Ethnography, Virtual Ethnography, Corpus Analysis,
Multimodality, Conversation Analysis, Narrative Analysis,
Questionnaire and Interview. Assists readers in determining the
most suitable method for various research questions,
conceptualizing the research process, interpreting results, and
drawing conclusions Supports students from start to finish with key
terms, suggestions for further reading, research summaries, and
sound guidance from experienced scholars and researchers
Language and Intercultural Communication in the Workplace Aug
30 2022 From language classrooms to outdoor markets, the
workplace is fundamental to socialisation. It is not only a site of
employment where money is made and institutional roles are
enacted through various forms of discourse; it is also a location
where people engage in social actions and practices. The workplace
is an interesting research site because of advances in communication
technology, cheaper and greater options for travel, and global
migration and immigration. Work now requires people to travel over
great geographical distances, communicate with cultural 'others'
located in different time zones, relocate to different regions or
countries, and conduct business in online settings. The workplace is
thus changing and evolving, creating new and emerging

communicative contexts. This volume provides a greater
understanding of workplace cultures, particularly the ways in which
working in highly interconnected and multicultural societies shape
language and intercultural communication. The chapters focus on
critical approaches to theory and practice, in particular how practice
is used to shape theory. They also question the validity and
universality of existing models. Some of the predominant models in
intercultural communication have been criticised for being
Eurocentric or Anglocentric, and this volume proposes alternative
frameworks for analysing intercultural communication in the
workplace. This book was originally published as a special issue of
Language and Intercultural Communication.
Mediating Languages and Cultures Jul 05 2020 The history of
"language teaching" is shot through with methods and approaches to
language learning - most recently with "communicative language
teaching" - but this book demonstrates that a more differentiated and
richer understanding of learning a foreign language is both
necessary and desirable. Languages and cultures are interlinked and
interdependent and their teaching and learning should be too.
Learning another language is part of a complex process of learning
and understanding other people's ways of life, ways of thinking and
socio-economic experience
Language as Part of Intercultural Competence. Modern Languages
and their Importance Feb 21 2022 Research Paper (postgraduate)
from the year 2016 in the subject Communications - Intercultural
Communication, grade: 2,3, University of applied Sciences
Regensburg, course: Language and Intercultural Competence,
language: English, abstract: Language, or communication, in a
broader sense, is just a part of culture but a very important one
because a shared language allows members of different cultures to
express themselves and communicate with each other. Just as
norms, expectations and behaviour, language vary across cultures,
and it can change and evolve in the course of time for several

reasons, e.g. new needs of the speakers of a language, technological
progress, new products, just to mention a few. The origins of human
language have been discussed as a topic for centuries and there is no
consensus as to when it really began. Noam Chomsky, an American
linguist and often referred to as the "father of modern linguistics",
states that it has been an evolutionary process that still goes on today
because he speaks of a so-called Language Faculty as a special
component of the human brain which is specifically dedicated to
language and required for language acquisition. Michael Corballis,
emeritus professor at the Department of Psychology at the
University of Auckland, is challenging Chomsky's theory as he
argues in his book "The Truth about Language" that gesture was
crucial to the development of speech instead of a single mutation in
a single human. He states that we share that ability with other
animals and his idea is supported by investigations of sign languages
developed by deaf children who start to babble with their hands just
as hearing children do with their mouths. Languages are constantly
changing and this makes it difficult to count the exact number of
living languages existing in the world today. Another problem could
be the definition of a language because there is a difference between
a language and a dialect, or between a language and a
macrolanguage. For that reason, the International Organization for
Standardization (ISO) has set international standards toward
comprehensive coverage of languages and language groups in the
ISO 639 series. The language codes are used in the Ethnologue, a
catalog of living languages published by SIL International, which is
the registration authority for ISO 639-3. According to Ethnologue
(19th edition), there are 7,097 living languages in the world.
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